
Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

The Elements of Art and the Principles of Design 

Grade Level: 

8 

Unit Summary: 

This unit is designed to be taught throughout the year in the form of projects.  

It will not be taught as a formal unit, but rather spread thought the year in the form of hands-on 

projects that support other learning goals. 

 

Students in 8
th

 grade should be able to discuss the Elements of Art (line, color, form, texture, space) at a 

fairly sophisticated level.  They should also be familiar with the Principles of Design (harmony, variety, 

proportion, emphasis, unity) and how they are created using the Elements of Art.    They should also be 

able to create works of art that use both the Elements and Principles in a fluent manner. 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.3.8.D.1 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, 

proportion, and rhythm/movement. 

1.3.8.D.2 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide 

variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. 

Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with working in these 

mediums, are components of art-making. 

1.3.8.D.3 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual 

statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.3.8.D.5 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art-making. 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.2 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art using a 

genre’s stylistic traits. 

1.4.8.A.5 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art-making. 

1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform 

the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian. Relative merits of works of art can be 

assessed through analysis of form, function, craftsmanship, and originality. 

 

 



 

 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What (conceptual) tools do I use to create a work 

of art? 

 

 

How do the elements of art combine to create the 

principles of design? 

 

 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Line, Value, Color, Form, Texture, and 

Space/Shape (or the Elements of Art) are used in 

specific combinations to create works of art 

 

When used together, the Elements of art can 

create Harmony, Variety, Proportion, Emphasis, 

Unity, and Pattern (Or the Principles of Design). 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT create works of art that use the element of art. 

SWBAT combine the elements of art to create works of art 

SWBAT identify specific elements of art and principles of design. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: 

Students will be assessed on project rubrics, writing assignments, student-made rubrics, self-critiques, 

and class critiques. 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Line Line Design, Pattern making 

Value Stippling, Drawing 

Color Color Theory, Mixing  

Form/Space Sculpting 

Texture Texture in music 

Shape Logo Design 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Art History and Criticism 

Grade Level: 

8 

Unit Summary: 

This unit is not to be taught consecutively, but instead, will be taught throughout the year in the form of 

critiques and discussions of art history.  It is particularly helpful to tie these discussions in with students’ 

history and science classes. 

 

This unit focuses on students’ vocabulary and ability to discuss artworks that they see.  Students in 8
th

 

grade are expected to  

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language 

barriers throughout time. 

1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 

understanding specific cultures. 

1.2.8. A.1 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the development and 

nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.2 Tracing the histories of dance, music, theatre, and visual art in world cultures provides insight 

into the lives of people and their values. 

1.2.8.A.3 The arts reflect cultural mores and personal aesthetics throughout the ages. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.4.8.A.3 Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical 

era and genre. 

1.4.8.B.1 Assessing a work of art without critiquing the artist requires objectivity and an understanding 

of the work’s content and form. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What is art? 

 

What do I need to know about a work of art to 

understand it? 

 

 

What kind of art is “good?” 

 

What kind of art creates controversy? 

 

What is currently happening in the art world? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Each person has a unique understanding of what 

constitutes a work of art. 

It helps to understand a work’s historical and 

socio-political significance, as well as to know 

about the elements and principles of art to be able 

to discuss it. 

Each person can judge art according to personal 

preference. 

Art can touch on sensitive subjects, and therefore 

is likely to upset some people 

The post-modern art movement is full of new 

developments that will change the future 

definition of art. 



Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT discuss and critique works of art using appropriate vocabulary. 

SWBAT create a personal definition of art that fits their own philosophy 

SWBAT argue about current art issues. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments:  Student writing, Rubrics, Self-Critique and Editing 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept  Suggested Activity 

What is Art? Research, writing 

Discussing the Elements and Principles Activity to fine tune writing 

Controversial Art Opinion statement 

Current Events Class research, discussion 

Contemporary art and Art Future 

 

Prediction Statements 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: Art  

 

Unit Title: Art all around us 

 

Grade Level: 8 

 

Unit Summary: 

Through art, students will explore the many places they see art in their day to day life.  Focus will be 

placed on areas of teenage interest:  logos, products, and design. 

 

8
th

 grade students will create unique works of art based on things they see around them.  They will try 

their hand at graphic design and product design, as well as discuss the merits of these forms of art. 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.3.8.D.3 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual 

statements (e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology. 

1.3.8.D.4 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

1.3.8.D.5 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art-making. 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

1.4.8.A.2 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform 

the creation of criteria for judging originality. 

1.4.8.A.7 Artwork may be both utilitarian and non-utilitarian. Relative merits of works of art can be 

assessed through analysis of form, function, craftsmanship, and originality. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

Where do I see art in my life? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Art can be found in unexpected places.  Almost 

everything that one sees is designed by someone! 

 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT identify places in their lives that they see art. 

SWBAT create unique works of art that are influenced by art they see in their world. 

 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: Project critiques, class discussions, writing, tests. 

 

 



 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Graphic Design Design a personal logo, Sports teams Logo 

Product Design 

 

Design a record cover, game piece, playing card 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: Art 

 

Unit Title: Art in popular culture 

 

Grade Level: 8 

 

Unit Summary: 

Students will begin to explore art in contemporary popular culture. 

 

Students will explore the cross-overs between art and music, as well as art and other popular media.  

They will be encouraged to look at art that interests them, and find a connection with a form of art. 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.3.8.D.6 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making techniques. 

1.4.5.B.5 Artists and audiences can and do disagree about the relative merits of artwork. When 

assessing works of dance, music, theatre and visual art, it is important to consider the context for the 

creation and performance of the work (e.g., Who was the creator? What purpose does the artwork 

serve? Who is the intended audience?). 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What is the most current art movement? 

 

 

 

What ties does art have with the media that I 

consume? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Post-modern art is the current movement that is 

defined by the blurring of lines between high art 

and kitsch.  Conceptual art is the logical conclusion 

of this because it omits the art object completely. 

In contemporary culture, there is little difference 

between the avant guarde and kitsch. 

 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT create a work of art based on the ties between art and other media. 

SWBAT identify a type of art that interests them. 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: Self-critique, research projects, art creation 

 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Art and music Record design, Music response 

Art and television Argument paper, creation of a commercial 

Art and the internet Exploration of design on the internet 

Art in your favorite media Student research project, creation of a work of art 

based on interests 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 



Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Art in our future 

Grade Level: 

8 

Unit Summary: 

Students will explore experiences that they will have in their adult life that will require art and problem 

solving.  Students will discuss career paths that involve art and discuss what role art may play in their 

personal path. 

 

 

 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.2.8. A.1 Technological changes have and will continue to substantially influence the development and 

nature of the arts. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What careers require art skills? 

 

What roll will art have the future of our society? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Many careers require the skills that you will learn 

in an art class. 

It can be argued what kind of roll art will play in 

our country’s future. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT discuss the career possibilities in the arts. 

SWBAT identify arts careers that interest them. 

SWBAT argue what role the arts will have for in their future or the future of the country at large. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments:  Research, writing 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Art careers Research, Presentation 

Art’s future Class argument 

Additional Resources 



Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 


